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DR. YVONNE MINOR-RAGAN JOINS OISHEI FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Buffalo, N.Y. (June 17, 2015) -- The John R. Oishei Foundation is pleased to announce that Yvonne 

Minor-Ragan, Ph.D. has been elected to its Board of Directors.  

“Yvonne will bring a fresh perspective to the Oishei Board. Her expertise in the education field 

will be invaluable to us. Her unwavering commitment to improving education for our young people is an 

inspiration,” stated Oishei Foundation Board Chair, James M. Wadsworth. 

As president of Buffalo Promise Neighborhood, Dr. Ragan serves a major role in leading the 

efforts of a unique public/private partnership to improve educational and developmental outcomes of 

children within the 14215 ZIP code. The Buffalo Promise initiative supports the neighborhood’s two 

schools and a newly constructed early childhood center, while working to transform the surrounding 

community.  

The former principal of Westminster Community Charter School, Dr. Ragan is recognized as an 

influential academic and community leader. Brought to Buffalo by M&T Bank as part of its educational 

initiative, she worked with teachers, parents, students and M&T to turn around what had been one of 

the lowest achieving schools in the Buffalo System, PS 68. Reconstituted as the Westminster Community 

Charter School, where the library was named in her honor, PS 68 was named as one of the most 

improved schools in New York State. 

Prior to coming to Buffalo, Dr. Ragan, as principal, was instrumental in achieving Blue Ribbon 

status for a failing middle school in the Chicago Public Schools system. There, she also led a professional 

development center and served as executive director for the Chicago Cluster Initiative, which involved 

coordinating funding and social services for the public schools. 
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Dr. Ragan has received many awards in recognition of her service to Western New York, including 

several Educator of the Year awards, the Governor’s Award for Excellence in Education, the prestigious 

National Milken Educator Award, and an Honorary Doctorate from Canisius College. Dr. Ragan has shared 

her expertise throughout Europe, and her exemplary style has been the focus of several award-winning 

studies and nationally featured stories, including being highlighted several times on the internationally 

broadcasted CNN News. 

Dr. Ragan also lends her leadership and expertise to several local organizations.  She has served on 

several boards, including Shea's Performing Arts, Just Buffalo Literary Center, WNED-TV and Leadership 

Buffalo. Dr. Ragan currently serves on the Boards of the Buffalo Urban League, Buffalo Prep, St. 

Bonaventure University and Independent Health. In addition, Governor Cuomo most recently honored Dr. 

Ragan with an appointment to the New York State Advisory Board for the Office of Children and Family 

Services.    

Dr. Ragan earned a bachelor’s degree from Roosevelt University, a master’s degree in education 

from Chicago State University, and a Ph.D. in Public Policy Analysis from the University of Illinois at 

Chicago. She also holds a number of certifications, including certification in administration and supervision, 

guidance and counseling from Chicago State University; superintendent’s certification from the state of 

Illinois; and a school district administrator's certification from New York State.  In addition, she has 

completed advanced executive education coursework at Harvard University. 

Dr. Ragan lives in Buffalo with her husband Phillip, and they are the proud parents of four and 

grandparents of four. 

The Oishei Foundation was established in 1940 by John R. Oishei, founder of Trico Products 

Corporation. For additional information, contact Sally Crowley at (716-541-0113), communications director 

at The John R. Oishei Foundation. 
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