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Celebrating 15 Years

F u l f i l l i n g  D r e a m s  O n e  S t u d e n t  a t  a  T i m e 1

In 1998, The John R. oishei FoundaTion 
began awarding local eighth-grade students 
scholarships to attend private area high schools.

The program was envisioned by Richard L. Wolf, 
the Foundation’s Chairman and President at the time 
and Thomas e. Baker, oishei’s first executive director. 
it was designed to provide financial assistance to 
economically disadvantaged students who desired 
an education at one of 17 private high schools in 
the Buffalo area. The program was also designed to 
increase the community outreach and diversity of 
participating schools.

it was, and still is, implemented in collaboration 
with the Buffalo independent secondary schools 
network (BissneT) and is intended to make a positive 
difference in the lives of the students, their families and 
the academic institutions.

Today, there are 16 participating schools. every year, 
each of the schools nominates three fiscally challenged 
minority candidates for consideration. Recipients 
are chosen by an independent selection committee 
comprised of community and educational leaders.

over the past 15 years, the Foundation has awarded 
nearly 250 scholarships worth over $7 million to 
deserving young students. Now that’s something to 
celebrate!

To help us mark our 15th anniversary, we reached 
out to all previous scholarship recipients to find out 
how they are doing. We also asked them to take a  
look back and describe how the scholarship affected 
their lives.

This commemorative book is a celebration of the 
success of the program, the many accomplishments 
of our scholars and a remembrance of the generosity 
and altruism of John R. oishei. it also serves to honor 
the many community-minded individuals who have 
supported the program and its recipients over the last 
decade-and-a-half.

Thank you for your interest in our efforts and for 
helping us fulfill dreams, one student at a time.

 

RobeRt D. Gioia  blythe t. MeRRill

President  Vice President

John R. Oishei was a successful Buffalo-
born businessman and philanthropist.  
One of the original intentions of his 
charitable Foundation was to provide 
funds for the education of boys, girls, 
young men and women. Even though his 
own education was abruptly ended due to 
family obligations, he strived to support the 
education of others throughout his life.  
The Oishei High School Scholarship 
Program serves as his continuing legacy. 
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naila ansari

When she Was youngeR, all naila 
ansari ever wanted to do was dance. 
she started taking dance lessons at the 

age of two and never looked back. her parents, 
both from new york City, met while attending 
college here in Buffalo and decided that Western 
new york would be their home. While the 
importance of education was always stressed in 
the ansari household, naila didn’t always see it that 
way. While she did well in school, the performing 
arts were her first love and she always thought, “i 
just want to dance. i’m not that worried about the 
education part of it.”

That feeling began to change after her best friend 
in middle school received The John R. oishei 
Foundation scholarship to attend Buffalo seminary. 
naila’s friend was a year ahead of her in school and 
began lobbying her to check out the “sem.” “i really 
don’t need a private school education,” she recalled 
thinking at the time. “i’m going to be a performer.” 
Finally, naila’s friend convinced her to shadow 
her for a day at the school. That visit changed 
everything for naila.

“i fell in love with the school,” she says fondly. “it 
was like a pre-college environment and i just knew 
i had to go there.”

she applied for the scholarship and upon 
arriving home from dance class several months 
later, her mom handed her a letter from the oishei 
Foundation. “i started shaking when i saw the 
letter. it was just a plain envelope so i assumed that 
it was a rejection.” she finally found the courage 

to open it and learned that she had been selected 
for a scholarship and would attend the high school 
that she had fallen for.

“When i received the scholarship, i realized that 
i could do something else with my life and that 
my future was not only in performing arts but also 
academics.”

naila is grateful for the life-changing opportunity 
that she has had since becoming a recipient of 
the oishei scholarship. it not only gave her a 
new perspective on the value of education, but 
also presented many challenges and options that 
she may not have had in public school. since 
then, she has realized her dream of becoming a 
professional dancer and choreographer. she credits 
the oishei Foundation with giving her the means 
to incorporate academics into her performance 
career. Recently, she started teaching dance to 
professional athletes in order to help them avoid 
injury by strengthening different muscle groups. 
her goal is to one day start a business in that field, 
but first she will continue to build her academic 
foundation by earning her master’s degree in 
Kinesiology.

“ The Oishei Scholarship gave me a 
new perspective on life and taught 
me that I could be even better than 
I originally wanted to be.”

Dancing to the Next Level

F u l f i l l i n g  D r e a m s  O n e  S t u d e n t  a t  a  T i m e 3
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sara ball

GRoWing uP as an only child in a single 
parent home, sara Ball knew first-hand 
the financial sacrifices families make to 

send their children to Catholic schools. sara and 
her mother spent much of her young life living 
with her grandmother because finances were 
always tight. When she was eight, she performed 
in a dramatic production at Cardinal o’hara high 
school in Tonawanda and fell in love with the 
campus and the faculty there. she knew that when 
the time came, her dream would be to attend 
Cardinal o’hara. “i just knew that i wanted to 
receive a private school education,” she says. “i was 
really worried about having to go to the nearby 
public school. i felt Cardinal o’hara would be a 
better fit for me.”

When she was in eighth grade, sara passed 
the entrance exam for Cardinal o’hara and 
was accepted on merit. however, after going 
through all of the paperwork with her mother, it 
was apparent that they would never be able to 
afford the tuition. They discussed their options 
with the staff at o’hara and learned of the oishei 
scholarship. sara went right to work on acquiring 
letters of recommendation and writing her essay 
for the application. in January of that year, her 
prayers were answered and she received the 
letter informing her that she would be receiving 
a scholarship. “My mother and my grandmother 
were crying because they knew how important 
attending o’hara was to me and my future.”

Looking back, she says, “attending a Catholic 
high school was so significant for me. it gave me an 
opportunity to really explore my faith and also be 
in a close-knit, comfortable environment.”

While there, sara participated in drama club, 
cheerleading and was a member of the student 
council. Receiving the scholarship also brought 
her and her mother even closer together, “the 
scholarship helped to improve our financial 
situation, allowed us to do more things together 
and even get our own place.” 

after high school, sara attended niagara 
university and majored in drama. upon graduating, 

she returned to the place where it all began for 
her, Cardinal o’hara high school, and became a 
teacher. Today, she is on the fast track at Wegmans 
and is leaving o’hara to pursue a blossoming 
career in management. “i am sad to leave my 
students and my o’hara family because it is so 
inspiring to be a teacher in such a wonderful 
environment, but i really want to pursue the career 
opportunities that i have at Wegmans.”

“i always tell my students, especially the 
scholarship students, to run with every opportunity 
they can in high school,” she says. “i tell them to 
work hard and be involved in as much as possible 
to make the most out of every day.”

“ Receiving the Oishei Scholarship 
meant the world to me. It allowed 
me to attend a school where I could 
explore my faith even further and 
gave me opportunities that changed 
my life.”

Going Full Circle

F u l f i l l i n g  D r e a m s  O n e  S t u d e n t  a t  a  T i m e 5
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bradleY bethel Jr.
BRadLey BeTheL, JR. Was born and 

raised in Buffalo, ny, and describes his 
family life growing up as fairly typical. his 

mother is a teacher in the Buffalo Public school 
system and Bradley’s desire to have an impact 
on the urban community largely comes from her 
influence. From a very early age, Bradley had ideas 
on how to make the city of Buffalo better and from 
there his dream of becoming an urban graphic 
designer was born.

While attending st. Margaret’s school in eighth 
grade, Bradley had the opportunity to shadow a 
student at Canisius high school. it was there that 
he decided he would pursue his educational future.

“i was intrigued by the educational and 
vocational opportunities at Canisius,” he recalls, 
also describing the reputation that Canisius 
has locally and beyond. he looked toward the 
oishei scholarship as a way to afford himself the 
opportunity to attend the high school of his dreams. 
after filling out the application, he began the 
waiting process and he eventually forgot about it. 

“Then one day, shortly after graduation from 
st. Margaret’s,” he says, “i received a large package 
in the mail from the oishei Foundation and i 
immediately knew what it was.” he relates the story 
of how excited and proud his mother was of the 
accomplishment and also how thrilled he was for 
the opportunity.

“you don’t know it at the time, but the oishei 
scholarship is really a huge stepping point for any 
young person’s educational experience.”

in high school, Bradley focused on his 
studies, participated in a few clubs and worked 
on the Citadel, Canisius’ student newspaper. 
after graduation, he attended the university at 
Buffalo, participating in their comprehensive 
urban Planning program and earning his Ba in 
environmental design in 2008. he later went on 
to earn his Ma from R.i.T. in Computer graphic 
design in 2010. Today, Bradley is very involved in 
local arts and urban projects, and one day hopes to 
help shape the future city of Buffalo. “The oishei 
Foundation scholarship really helped influence 
where i ended up today.”

as Bradley continues to design his own future, 
he encourages young students to strive for a career 
choice that they are comfortable with and to focus 
on living their life the best way that they can.

“ The Oishei Scholarship  
gave me added incentive to 
strive for greater success.  
I was motivated to add to the 
John R. Oishei legacy even 
as I was creating my own 
legacy.”

Designs on a Bright Future
,bradleY bethel Jr.

F u l f i l l i n g  D r e a m s  O n e  S t u d e n t  a t  a  T i m e 7
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Elisa Peebles
Attended:	nichols school

degrees:	new york university, 
Bs in Media, Culture and 
Communication studies/  
Minor in Producing

Pursuits:	i graduated from 
nyu with departmental honors 
after completing an honors 
thesis on post-industrial urban 
economics and its impact 
on real-estate marketing and 
gentrifying neighborhoods. 
Currently, i’m dabbling in 
several areas. i’m a blogger 
and content producer, and 
have been working for a 
clothing company doing brand 
management and marketing. 
i also work for a coffee 
company as a barista, and have 
been recently aiding them in 
expansion in the Middle east 
and north african regions.

Future	plans:	i plan to attend 
law school and ultimately pursue 
a career in domestic policy. 

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei Foundation made it 
possible for me to attend 
an excellent school without 
placing a financial burden on 
my family. My education was 
absolutely incredible, and i’ll 
always be thankful to the oishei 
Foundation for this. 

Jessica Jowrey
Attended:	Mount saint Mary 
academy 

degrees:	siena College, Ba in 
sociology 

Pursuits:	after receiving 
the oishei scholarship i was 
inspired to find a means to 
receive my college education 
without burdening my mother. 
Fortunately, i was able to attend 
siena College through its 
higher education opportunity 
Program. This provided me 
with the opportunity to go to 
a well-respected college that 
neither i nor my family could 
afford financially and then 
go on to law school. upon 
graduating from siena College 
with my Bachelor of arts in 
sociology, i immediately started 
working at the aids Council 
of northeastern new york as 
the youth support specialist 
providing short-term case 
management for at-risk youth.

Future	plans: i will be 
pursuing further education at 
the albany Law school.

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei scholarship was 
extremely helpful to me!

Takira Jackson
Attended:	nardin academy 

degrees:	Canisius College, 
working on Bs in digital Media 
arts and Communication studies 

Pursuits:	i have a dual major 
in digital Media arts and 
Communication studies and plan 
to pursue a career in television 
production and /or graphic 
design. Right now i am also a 
sales associate at the Canisius 
College Bookstore and my major 
responsibilities are to assist 
customers, train employees and 
prepare the store for our back-to-
school rush week. i am an urban 
Leadership Learning Community 
scholar, class of 2013, and i hold 
executive board positions as well 
as a membership in three clubs 
here on campus.

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei scholarship helped me get 
a great education from nardin 
academy, network, and meet a 
large number of bright minorities 
like myself who have also 
received great educations. i then 
introduced the scholarship to 
others as i recruited students to 
nardin and other private schools. 
My high school education helped 
me earn a full scholarship to 
Canisius College.

T h e  O i s h e i  h i g h  s c h O O l  s c h O l a r s h i p  p r O g r a m
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Anthony Longboat 
Attended:	st. Joseph’s 
Collegiate institute

degrees:	MiT, working on Bs in 
Chemistry

Pursuits:	i was very excited 
to be accepted to MiT where 
i am studying Chemistry. i am 
working in a lab with dr. harry 
oduro and Professor Roger 
summons. We are collecting rock 
samples, looking at the profile 
of sulfur compounds, separating 
those and creating profiles from 
atmospheric measurements. My 
summer uRoP (undergraduate 
research opportunity) last year 
involved quantifying the global 
atmospheric transport and fate of 
persistent organic pollutants with 
the geos-Chem transport model. 
MiT is quite challenging and 
rigorous, and living in a dorm 
making new friends has been an 
awesome experience. 

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei scholarship afforded 
me the opportunity to attend a 
college preparatory high school 
which fosters a commitment to 
academic excellence, service 
and leadership in a global 
community. But, most important 
to me is the brotherhood at st. 
Joe’s and the many life-long 
friends i have made. 

Jillian Kobel
Attended:	immaculata academy

degrees:	syracuse university, 
Bs in Child development

Pursuits:	after i graduated from 
syracuse university, i worked as an 
after school Program Coordinator 
in the syracuse school district for 
a year with children grades K-8. it 
was a great opportunity working 
with inner-city families, and 
learning to interact with children.  
i am currently working as a 
personal nanny for a family in the 
syracuse area. i work with a bubbly 
2 year old. i want to create a 
personal relationship with a whole 
family unit, working together to 
benefit the child’s growth and 
development. i may someday go 
back to school for my master’s to 
become a Play Therapist. This  
year i am also going to be a Co-
Coach for the syracuse Women’s 
Rugby Team.

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The oishei 
scholarship added so much to my 
life. i remember having monthly 
meetings with all the oishei 
scholars from my school and we 
would chat about how school was 
going and where/what we would 
like to do after high school. Just 
having the opportunity to talk with 
the older students helped guide my 
decisions as well as my future plans.

Theophilus Ossei-Anto 
Attended:	Canisius high school

degrees:	university of notre 
dame, Ba in Political science, 
Christian Brothers university, 
Master’s in education

Pursuits:	after i graduated 
from college, i was accepted 
into Teach for america, and 
moved to Memphis, Tn to teach 
inner-city youth and help close 
our nation’s achievement gap. 
Today, i am still in the classroom, 
well beyond my two year TFa 
commitment. i am now serving 
as a Founding Teacher for the 
brand new charter school KiPP 
Memphis academy Middle, 
where i also teach african 
drumming and coach soccer. 
aside from the responsibilities 
of being on the founding staff, i 
also teach 5th grade Writing and 
Language arts. 

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei scholarship literally 
changed my life. Without the 
scholarship, my family would 
not have had the means to send 
me to a prestigious high school 
like Canisius. at Canisius, i not 
only received a highly rigorous, 
college preparatory education, 
i also learned the values of hard 
work, brotherhood, and being 
a man for others - values that 
helped me to be successful at 
notre dame and beyond. The 
oishei scholarship opened the 
door to a world of success.

F u l f i l l i n g  D r e a m s  O n e  S t u d e n t  a t  a  T i m e
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raChel henderson

RaCheL hendeRson gReW uP in 
Buffalo, ny, the youngest child of a Jewish 
father and african-american mother. Both 

parents were ministers whose close-knit family was 
built around faith. Rachel explains how her family 
was always hovering right around the poverty line, 
but to her and her two brothers, it never felt like 
there was anything they didn’t have. Rachel’s father 
is also a caretaker at the historic Michigan street 
Baptist Church. “growing up, i was surrounded by 
history,” Rachel recalls. “We were taught to know 
our history so that we could reconcile our future.”

Rachel was home-schooled for a short time and 
then attended a very small catholic school through 
eighth grade. as she began to think about her high 
school options, she was fearful about transitioning 
to a large public school and getting lost in the 
crowd. one day, on a visit to holy angels academy, 
Rachel had the opportunity to shadow an older 
student and knew she had found the place for her. 
“Luckily, my mother found out about the oishei 
scholarship,” she says. “i was so excited to fill out 
the application and really kept a positive attitude 
throughout the process.” she remembers focusing 
her application essay on the dynamics of her family 
life and her passion for learning, “i enjoyed the 
process. Writing the essay gave me a chance to tell 
my story and explain how i really wanted to attend 
a school where i fit in and would have a chance to 
be successful.”

To this day, Rachel still remembers the moment 
when her mother opened the letter from the oishei 
Foundation and read the words that would change 
her life for the better. “i couldn’t have been happier 
when i found out that i had received this amazing 
gift,” she remembers fondly. “i felt a mixture of 
disbelief and overwhelming gratitude that i was 
selected.” 

at holy angels academy, Rachel participated 
in as many activities as she could fit into her day. 

she played sports, worked on the creative arts 
magazine, and participated in school productions. 
“high school opened my eyes to so many things 
that i had never been exposed to,” she states. “it 
was a blessing to meet and interact with people 
from all walks of life.”

Today, Rachel is studying Communications 
at Roberts Wesleyan College in Rochester, ny, 
with the dream of one day pursuing a career 
in journalism. she credits The John R. oishei 
Foundation with altering her life path and exposing 
her to more than she ever could have imagined. 
she encourages other young students to believe in 
their futures because anything is possible. To those 
that follow her footsteps as scholarship recipients, 
her advice is to never take it for granted and don’t 
miss the chance to build upon this life-changing 
experience.

“ To me, the legacy of John R. Oishei 
and the Oishei Scholarship is that 
students all across Western New 
York are being given the opportunity 
to attend these incredible private 
schools. Their lives are being  
impacted in ways that they can’t 
even imagine yet.”

Writing the Story of Her Future

F u l f i l l i n g  D r e a m s  O n e  S t u d e n t  a t  a  T i m e 1 1
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stephanie KhourY

GRoWing uP in a house filled with 
extended family made life a little chaotic 
at times for stephanie Khoury. her family 

came to the united states from Lebanon and her 
parents shared a house with the brothers and 
sisters that came to america with them. stephanie 
was the first american-born child, followed by her 
sister a year later, and even though it was hectic at 
times, she wouldn’t have had it any other way. “it 
was great to grow up with so much family around,” 
she recalls. “My aunts and uncles were like second 
sets of parents to me and my siblings.”

Because of the war in Lebanon, her parents 
never finished school, but they always stressed 
the importance of education to their children. 
stephanie is very proud of her Lebanese 
background and credits her upbringing with giving 
her strong family values. her parents sent her to 
Catholic school and when she was in eighth-grade 
at notre dame academy, stephanie decided she 
wanted to attend Mount Mercy. “it was important 
for me to continue my Catholic school education,” 
stephanie says. “i knew that the Mount was the 
place for me to do that.”

stephanie earned a scholarship to Canisius 
College where she is now a sophomore and 
studying to be a math teacher. her ultimate goal 
is to return to Mount Mercy or notre dame and 
teach. “i really loved the private school atmosphere. 
you could tell that the teachers were there for the 
kids, not for the money. it was always about the 
students.” 

another part of her life is about community 
service. Because she has been given so many 
opportunities through scholarships, she wants to 
give something back and is scheduled to travel to 
Puerto Rico to teach english to children there. 

“i had to earn these scholarships,” she says. 
“Because of that, it taught me to give back to others 
and never take anything for granted. i feel that i 
have to work harder to prove that i am deserving of 
the opportunities that i wouldn’t have had without 
The John R. oishei Foundation.”

 
“ Because my parents never  
finished school but still 
stressed the importance of  
education, I knew if I was 
blessed with the Oishei  
Scholarship that I could do 
great things with it.”

Taking Nothing for Granted

F u l f i l l i n g  D r e a m s  O n e  S t u d e n t  a t  a  T i m e 1 3
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Will MarKs

The FiRsT TiMe WiLL MaRKs put together 
his application for the oishei high school 
scholarship, his computer suffered a glitch 

and lost his document. undeterred by the loss, 
he re-wrote the application and submitted it for 
consideration, just in time to meet the deadline. 
Much to his relief and surprise, he was selected as 
a 2001 recipient to attend saint Mary’s high school 
in Lancaster, ny. Today he looks back with a smile 
on his face and says jokingly, “i was really surprised 
because i didn’t think my writing ability was very 
good at the time.”

Things were difficult growing up as his parents 
struggled to find stable work. “it was hard,” Will 
said of the challenging period. “We never knew 
where things were going to come from. Friends 
and family really came through and helped us out 
at times.”

Then, while in seventh grade, his mother died, 
making things even more difficult for Will and his 
brother. Living in a single-parent home, a private 
school education seemed out of the question. 
Fortunately, one of his teachers, Julie Watroba, 
recognized Will’s potential and prompted him to 
apply for the scholarship. “The oishei scholarship 
changed everything,” he says. “it really helped at a 
time in my life when things were looking pretty dim.”

Buoyed by the opportunity presented to him, 
Will immersed himself in high school activities, 
participating in sports and the arts. it was in high 

school that Will discovered the path his future 
would take, “While at saint Mary’s i discovered a 
deep love for the sciences. i was able to take classes 
like a.P. Biology and advanced Chemistry.”

after high school, he earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Biology and completed his master’s 
at Buffalo state. Today, he is pursuing his Phd 
in neuroscience at Virginia Commonwealth 
university. he has presented research findings 
at medical conferences on how hiV attacks the 
nervous system and potential ways to block it. he 
dreams of one day conducting his own research as 
a university professor.

“Receiving the oishei scholarship is one of the 
best things that ever happened to me. There is no 
doubt that my path would have been very different 
if i hadn’t been able to attend saint Mary’s.”

Will’s advice to scholarship hopefuls and 
recipients is to go through high school with an 
open mind. he urges students. “Make yourself 
available to every new experience because you 
never know what will spark your interest and lead 
to something special.”

“ After my mother died, a private 
school education was out of  
the question…but the Oishei 
Scholarship changed that...and  
my life path.”

Setting His Sights On Neuroscience
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Josephine ossei-anto

JosePhine ossei-anTo CaMe To america at 
the age of four, accompanied by her parents, 
three sisters and a brother. her parents 

longed to pursue the american dream while still 
holding onto their ghanaian traditions inside the 
home. Josephine’s father attended the university 
at Buffalo while her mother studied at d’youville 
College; they both knew that the key to success was 
a great education. Josephine recalls how much her 
life changed, “growing up in a new country, learning 
new things, experiencing a whole different culture, 
was all new and exciting for me.”

The oishei high school scholarship changed 
her life even more. at first, she hesitated to apply 
for the 2002 scholarship, even though her brother 
was a scholarship recipient in 2001 and was 
attending Canisius high school. now, ten years 
later, Josephine is thankful that her mother strongly 
encouraged her to apply and is grateful for the 
opportunities and the difference the scholarship 
has made in her life. “There is no way i would have 
been able to get a private school education without 
the oishei scholarship. My future would have been 
questionable.”

Josephine committed herself to making the 
most of this incredible opportunity. she thrived at 
Mount st. Mary’s. it was an environment built on 
religious values and a place where young women 
learn to think and act independently. “The Mount 

was the place that made me who i am today,” she 
says, recalling how she immersed herself in as 
many activities as she could fit into each day. she 
served on the student Council and grew to become 
student Council President in her senior year. she 
played on the volleyball team and participated in 
other clubs as time allowed.

“in my senior year, i decided that college was a 
path i wanted to take. growing up, education was 
important and thanks to the oishei scholarship, i 
had the means to get there.”

after briefly flirting with the dream of pursuing 
her college education away from home at 
Fordham university, she decided to stay local and 
attend Canisius College to study Marketing and 
economics. she returned to Canisius for her MBa 
and now works for Wegmans Corporate office 
in Rochester, ny, where she and her team are 
responsible for product branding.

Josephine has a deep appreciation for the 
doors that were opened to her after receiving the 
oishei scholarship and attending Mount st. Mary’s 
academy. her advice to others who are considering 
applying for the scholarship now and in the future 
is “do not hesitate.” she urges others to apply and if 
selected, to know that they are being given a life-
changing gift. “My advice is to soak in every day of 
experience and realize the value of the opportunity 
you have been given.”

“ Being from an immigrant family, 
there was no way we would have 
been able to afford a private school 
education. My brother and my lives 
are what they are today because  
of the Oishei Scholarship.”

Soaking It All In
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of Oishei Scholar Jasmine Rosenthal

JasMine RosenThaL Was an amazing, 
determined young woman. When she set her 
sights on a goal, she accomplished it.

While in elementary school, she made the 
honor roll, year after year. she received a special 
certificate of achievement from President george 
W. Bush. When she considered where to go for 
high school, she told her mother, “i want to go to 
a Catholic school because i like the uniforms.” her 
mother told her she’d need to find a way to make 
the financials work. 

When Jasmine found out about the oishei high 
school scholarship, she jumped at the chance 
to attend her dream school and worked hard to 
submit the application. 

she was awarded the oishei high school 
scholarship in 2004 to attend Villa Maria academy. 
When Villa closed in 2006, Jasmine transferred to the 
Buffalo academy of the sacred heart to continue 
her private education. Change can be difficult, and 
the transition was challenging for Jasmine. however, 
with determination and fortitude, she persevered. 
she was named to the “Who’s Who among american 
high school students” and graduated from sacred 
heart in 2008 earning a Regents diploma with 
advanced distinction.

an exceptional student, Jasmine began her college 
career at Fisk university in nashville, Tennessee. 
Most recently, she was working toward a Bs in 
Psychology at Buffalo state College. she was a very 
bright young lady who loved to learn and even spent 
her summers taking classes. her ultimate goal was to 

continue her education and to obtain both a master’s 
and Phd in clinical psychology, concentrating in 
sports and exercise. she had wanted to be a doctor 
since she was five years old and was working hard to 
accomplish that goal.

Jasmine also made a promise to her mother: 
“When i complete my education, it’ll be your turn, 
mom. i’ll send you back to school so you can earn 
a degree and find employment that you enjoy…
something meaningful that will also help you live a 
more comfortable life style.”

sadly, Jasmine Rosenthal unexpectedly passed 
away on March 18, 2013, leaving behind a loving 
family and hundreds of friends and admirers. The 
John R. oishei Foundation’s Board of directors 
and staff extend our sincerest sympathies. We will 
always hold Jasmine in our thoughts and hearts.

reMeMberanCes FroM  
Friends and FaMilY:

“Jasmine was a shining star 
during her time as a student of UB’s 
BioMedical Science Technology Entry 
Progam. She was such a well-respected 
and well-rounded young lady. Always, 
whenever her name is mentioned, there 

is a smile that comes across everyone’s face, followed 
by great memories. All of us in the program were 
honored to have her as a part of our family.”

– Renee Mapp

“Jasmine Rosenthal was a young woman with a 
beautiful, vivacious spirit. She had the ability to 
make you laugh with her outgoing personality. She 
had a distinct liveliness about her that cannot be 
imitated or duplicated.”

– TRacey and LeLa Todd

“To come across the tenacity that Jasmine possessed 
was rare. She was determined to leave her mark 
wherever she went and what ever she wanted she 
achieved; the opinions of others did not matter. I will 
always remember her as the person who not only 
dreamed, sung and danced her passions for everyone 
to see, but created her own platform to do so.”

– RobeRT Mays
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“I have been presented with an 
opportunity to make an impact on 
this world and thanks to the Oishei 
Foundation, I will.”

– Joshua bLackey

“I am 110% sure that I wouldn’t be the 
same person standing here if it wasn’t 
for the Oishei Foundation, so I thank 
you all from the bottom of my heart.” 

– danieL shaw

“I remember people telling me that this 
is the point in your life where you shape 
your personality. Fortunately for me…
my personality will be shaped toward 

reaching goals, breaking records and accomplishing 
great feats.” 

– Tiffany benning

“This scholarship has affected my life 
forever. Without it, I would not be as far 
as I am on my road to success.”

 – bRyanna Mckinnon

”The guidance counselors at Mount 
Mercy really helped me in my college 
preparation and career exploration. 
These memories and friendships were 

all made possible by the Oishei Foundation and I 
couldn’t be more grateful.”

– chRisTina aLviRa

“It means so much to me to go through 
high school not having to worry 
about financial challenges. I am able 
to concentrate so much more on my 

academics, extracurricular activities and upholding 
my scholarship.” 

–vioLeT peRRy

“The highlight of my four years is that 
I made so many new friends and I got 
to experience what a great high school 
education really is.” 

– Joseph kapanek iv

“I got to be involved in orchestra, theater 
and our talent show – I was proud to 
present months of hard work and proud 
of my peers and myself.” 

– JaiMee faiR

“The warmth and strong bond that the 
Buffalo Seminary community has is 
definitely the highlight of my high school 
years. I have been able to express myself 

individually in the classroom and in all aspects of  
the school.” 

– poRTia winn

“The bonds and friendships I made 
would have to be the highlight of my 
high school career. That and the college 
acceptances!” 

– Ryan giLLiaM

“The best highlight of my four years was 
going to NYC with the chorus group…
experiencing the big city coming from a 
small town!” 

– saManTha hiLL

“My highlight has been meeting 
new students outside of my regular 
environment and making friendships 
that will last for a lifetime. I have 

enjoyed learning from motivated teachers who 
support me in my studies.” 

– MaRius biziMungu

“I feel blessed in the friendships I have 
made, the caring teachers who served 
as my mentors and the incredible 
educational opportunities afforded me 

at The Park School of Buffalo.” 
– andRea poMaRanski

“I was able to participate in the summer 
internship program at The Roswell Park 
Memorial Cancer Institute which was 
a great learning experience. And, I was 

thrilled when I was accepted by Harvard!”
– ReMy biziMungu

Oishei Scholars share their thoughts on the Oishei High School  
Scholarship Program and their high school experiences



T h e  O i s h e i  h i g h  s c h O O l  s c h O l a r s h i p  p r O g r a m2 0



angela negron

AngeLa negRon Was BoRn and raised 
in a close-knit family, south of Buffalo, 
ny. growing up surrounded by cousins, 

angela loved to spend time with family. her mother 
attended our Lady of Victory elementary school 
in Lackawanna, so it was natural that angela would 
follow suit, as would her younger brother. she 
flourished in the structure and smaller class size that 
the Catholic school provided. in eighth grade, angela 
knew that she wanted to continue her education 
in a similar setting. several of her best friends were 
attending Mount Mercy and it was angela’s dream to 
spend her high school years there.

“My friends were going to the Mount,” she says, 
“but i knew that finances would be an issue for my 
family.”

she found out about the oishei high school 
scholarship and immediately saw it as her 
opportunity to attend the school of her dreams. 
always having a talent for expressing herself 
through writing, she dove into the application 
and essay process. even so, angela submitted the 
scholarship application without any expectations 
of getting it. she held onto hope while patiently 
waiting for the results. 

“i remember when the letter came,” she says. 
“My mom was so excited, probably more than i was 
because i didn’t really grasp the concept of what it 
meant, other than being able to attend school with 
my friends.”

When talking about her years at Mount Mercy, 
angela describes it as being more comfortable 
staying in a small, Catholic school environment. 
she doesn’t believe she would have been successful 
in school if she had gone to a large public school. “i 
know with my personality and with the way that i 
learn, public school would have been very difficult 
for me.”

at Mount Mercy, angela participated in drama 
club and creative writing while competing on the 
swim team and the cheerleading squad. as her high 
school career wound down, she still hadn’t decided 
on her career path. 

“i knew i wanted to get involved in communications 
in some way,” she recalls. “i finally decided to go to a 
community college and graduated with an associate’s 
degree in Communication and Media arts.”

Today, angela is working on building a career at 
unitedhealthcare and is hoping to be involved in 
Corporate Communications for them in the near 
future. 

“i am so thankful for the legacy of John R. oishei. 
The oishei Foundation gave me the opportunity to 
pursue my goals and helped me stay on the path to 
achieve them.”

“ The Oishei Scholarship is so much 
more than just money to attend a 
school. It opens the door to the path 
of what you can achieve in life.”

Pursuing Dreams
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a  uella robinson

IF you asK aqueLLa RoBinson who 
her biggest influence was throughout her 
younger years, you will hear all about her 

grandmother. growing up surrounded by family 
in Buffalo, aquella and her younger brother always 
had cousins around to play with. her grandmother, 
who came to the united states from Jamaica, 
preached to the children about the importance of 
education. For aquella, school was supposed to be 
treated as a business and she was taught to take a 
“no nonsense” approach to her studies.

“Because i came from an immigrant family,” she 
says, “we were taught to set our goals high and 
work hard to accomplish them. We didn’t take 
anything for granted.”

When it was time for aquella to think about high 
school, she and her mother went to an open house 
at nichols. it was love at first sight for aquella. she 
instantly knew where she wanted to earn a high 
school education. While meeting with a financial 
aid officer at the school, she learned about the 
oishei high school scholarship. it only took her 
a moment to decide what to write about in her 
application essay. “i knew i would focus on how 
much influence my grandmother had on my life up 
to this point,” she recalls.

Then one afternoon, while at a local hair salon, 
she saw her mother charging past the front 
window and bursting through the door of the 
salon screaming and waving a letter around.

“it was crazy,” aquella says, laughing at the 
memory. “We all started screaming and jumping 
up and down. People we didn’t even know were 
excited for me. it was one of the happiest days of 
my life.” 

she began her career at nichols with a mind-set 
toward making an impact on the school and those 
around her. she used the oishei scholarship as a 
motivating influence throughout her four years of 
high school and beyond.

“The John R. oishei Foundation provided me 
with so much more than just a scholarship,” she 
says today. “it provided me with an entire network 
of support that helped guide me toward success 
throughout school.”

after high school, aquella attended and 
graduated from the university of Rochester as a 
Psychology Major and is pursuing her Master’s 
in Community and Mental health Counseling. 
she plans to become a licensed counselor and 
will ultimately return to school for her doctorate. 
aquella explains that she is drawn to her field 
because it allows her to help others. Recently, she 
spent time working as an intern at the V.a. hospital 
in Canandaigua. 

“each patient is a new case which turns into a 
new journey. i enjoy the opportunity to help others 
while gaining unique experiences with every 
patient i meet.” 

“ The Oishei Scholarship was a 
gift which helped me through 
school and guided me into this 
career where I can help others. 
I am using my career as a  
way of giving back to the  
community.”

Giving Back One Session at a Time
q 
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daniel rosati

GRoWing uP as The middle child in a 
family of seven children, daniel Rosati 
likes to describe his upbringing as crazy 

at times. “My parents always encouraged us to get 
involved in as much as possible,” he says with a 
smile. “There was never a day that one of us didn’t 
have a place or a practice or an event to get to.” 
he credits his parents for teaching them great 
time management skills and considers it a family 
tradition that he continues to use today. another 
family tradition that daniel wanted to continue was 
attending saint Mary’s high school like his older 
brothers and sisters had before him.

as he was preparing his application for saint 
Mary’s, daniel decided that he wanted to find a 
way to help his parents with the growing cost of 
private education. one of the faculty members at 
the school suggested he apply for the oishei high 
school scholarship. “The oishei scholarship was in 

its third year when i applied, so it was fairly new. i 
felt that it would be a great opportunity to help my 
parents with the tuition costs.” 

after receiving the scholarship, daniel was 
determined to make the most of the opportunity 
and wanted to get involved in every activity 
possible. he still remembers the pride he felt when 
he attended the oishei Foundation luncheon 
honoring the scholarship recipients, “it was a day 
i will never forget, and i still remember the giant 
plate of lasagna i had at Chef’s Restaurant.” each 
year of high school, he played three sports and 
always found time to be in the spring musical. he 
laughs about how the faculty at saint Mary’s still 
comments about his lead performances in “guys & 
dolls” and “oklahoma.”

after high school, daniel went on to graduate 
from the university at Buffalo and is currently 
employed as a newspaper photographer and 
merchandise salesperson. one day, he hopes to 
own his own photography studio. his younger 
siblings have all gone on to graduate from saint 
Mary’s and the Rosati family recently received 
recognition for having a family member in the 
school for twenty consecutive years, from 1992 
through 2012.

daniel’s advice to future oishei Foundation 
applicants and recipients is simple. he urges them 
to do as much as they can in high school, “get as 
involved as possible and don’t let any opportunities 
pass you by because if you do, it may be something 
you will regret later in life.”

“ Think about all of the things  
that you could do, that you want  
to do with your life. The Oishei 
Scholarship can help you make  
it all happen.”

Putting the Future in Focus
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Javon slaughter 
GRoWing uP PLaying sPoRTs, it is 

fitting that an eighth-grade basketball 
game against nichols would end up 

changing Javon slaughter’s life. “at the time i wasn’t 
really sure what high school i wanted to attend,” 
Javon recalls. “Then, after a game against nichols, 
a gentleman came over and suggested i apply for 
the oishei high school scholarship.” Coming from 
a small, close-knit family, Javon fondly recalls the 
competitive nature of his brothers and sister. When 
he applied for the oishei scholarship, he wrote 
about his life growing up in Buffalo and about what 
he hoped his future could be.

“Looking back now,” he says, “when i was 
writing that essay, i really had no idea how far it 
would take me.” he remembers the day his mother 
opened up the letter from the oishei Foundation 
and how proud and happy the entire family was 
that he received the scholarship to attend private 
school. he defines the opportunity to attend 
nichols as the first set of building blocks for his 
future. Javon believes that the rigorous academics 
and professional dress code set the tone for him, 
his future college education and beyond. While at 
nichols, he was exposed to many different careers 
and possibilities. he spent time shadowing doctors 
and it was then that he decided that he wanted a 
career in dentistry.

“i am intrigued by the opportunity to form a one-
on-one relationship with a patient,” he explains. “in 
dentistry, i can impact someone’s life and give him 
renewed confidence. i can help him smile again 
and improve his health.”

Today, Javon attends the suny at Buffalo school 
of dentistry and is on track to fulfill his goal of 
becoming an oral surgeon. even with his busy 
school schedule, he makes an effort to give back 
to the community because of the gratitude he 
feels toward the oishei Foundation for the life-
changing support he received. he has tutored 
young students and encourages them to set their 
goals high and strive to be the best they can be. 
For others fortunate enough to receive the oishei 
scholarship, his advice is to stay humble, be 
grateful and pursue your dreams. 

“you really have no idea how much the oishei 
scholarship will influence your life,” he tells future 
recipients. “Be grateful and make the most of every 
opportunity.”

“ What I received from The John  
R. Oishei Foundation is more  
than just a scholarship. It was an 
exposure to a way of life and things 
that I wouldn’t have seen otherwise. 
For that I am truly grateful.”

Helping People Smile
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Jasmyn Castro 
Attended:	nardin academy

degrees:	suny empire state 
College, working on Ba in 
Filmaking and Women’s studies

Pursuits:	after i receive my Ba 
this fall, i will be applying for 
graduate programs in media 
studies and/or filmmaking at 
nyu, duke and Pratt. i hope 
to fulfill my dream of earning 
a Master of arts degree. 
When i finish school, i plan 
to be a video editor or media 
coordinator. Currently, i work 
at an apple store where i show 
customers how to use apple 
products. The people are great 
and it’s a nice tie-in with my 
major at school. 

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei scholarship was 
extremely helpful, gave me 
inspiration for the future and 
opened doors for me. 

Joseph Kapanek IV
Attended:	st. Francis high school
degrees:	university at Buffalo, 
Lake erie College of osteopathic 
Medicine, Pharmd
Pursuits:	i have recently 
just graduated from the Lake 
erie College of osteopathic 
Medicine where i studied to be 
a Pharmacist. i currently have 
just received my license from 
the new york state Board of 
Pharmacy and hold both a full 
time and part time position as a 
Pharmacist in the Buffalo area. 
Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei scholarship gave me the 
opportunity to achieve a high 
level of education which would 
become the foundation of my 
learning experiences, and has 
brought me to where i am today.

Korry Wirth
Attended: st. Mary’s high school
degrees:	Canisius College, 
working on Bs
Pursuits:	i am currently a 
freshman at Canisius College. 
i have a major in biochemistry 
and a minor in neuroscience. 
after i graduate, i will be 
attending medical school. i hope 
to take part in a neurosurgery 
residency program. 

 

Tiffany Benning 
Attended:	The Park school of 
Buffalo

degrees:	Canisius College: Ba 
in Communication and Ms in 
sports administration

Pursuits:	Currently i am the 
Multicultural Trade development 
Manager for empire Merchants 
north, a wine and spirits 
distribution company. i handle 
the multicultural market for all of 
upstate new york. i also institute 
and supervise programs that 
draw publicity for key brands 
as well as innovations. i am 
enrolling in uB’s Phd program 
for organizational leadership 
and am the proud mother of one 
daughter, Tamia. 

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	had it not 
been for the oishei scholarship, 
the likelihood of me attending 
both Park school and Canisius 
College would have significantly 
decreased. Because of the doors 
opened by this scholarship, 
i was introduced to several 
programs that allowed me to 
attend college for free, travel, 
and gain experiences i may have 
otherwise missed.
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Rachel Henderson 
Attended:	holy angels 
academy

degrees:	attended suny 
Fredonia and now attending 
Roberts Wesleyan College

Pursuits:	Currently i am pursuing 
a degree in communications 
so that i may enter into a 
lifelong path of journalism and 
humanitarian work. over the 
past two years, i have vigorously 
pursued my goal to become 
deeply involved in urban 
communities and issues that 
relate to social justice and many 
of the issues we face as a nation. 
i was able to travel to israel in the 
summer of 2010 where i saw a 
state continually misrepresented 
in the media as one in harmony 
and peace. From that point i 
returned to my hometown of 
Buffalo, ny. in the winter of 2010, 
i worked with city officials and 
the community to create a peace 
walk that empowered youth and 
gave hope to a broken city. as i 
ventured on to Roberts Wesleyan 
College, i found that i was truly on 
the right path to a career where 
i would be able to capture the 
voices and stories of those who 
are not being heard in our world. 

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
oishei scholarship allowed me to 
accomplish a dream that seemed 
extremely intangible. i learned 
that with tenacity and courage, 
dreams are possible and even 
more importantly, achieved. i will 
always be grateful for oishei!

Adrianne Musu 
Jackson-Buckner
Attended:	Buffalo seminary

degrees:	oneonta state, Bs in 
english; syracuse university, 
Ms; currently working on a 
doctorate at Temple university

Pursuits:	i’m currently in my 
doctoral program in urban 
education at Temple university 
in Philadelphia. i’m also working 
full-time as an academic advisor 
in the university honors 
Program. My responsibilities 
include supporting academic 
course selection and advising 
academically talented 
undergraduate students 
and providing meaningful 
community-building 
programming for our close-knit 
community of scholars. i recently 
married my partner in May 
2012 and we live in new Jersey. 
i’m considering a study on the 
experiences of LgBT or low-
income student-athletes of color 
for my dissertation research.

Thoughts	on	Oishei:	The 
Buffalo seminary would not 
have been an academic option 
without the gracious support of 
the oishei Foundation. 

Christa Coronado
Attended:	Mount Mercy 
academy 

degrees:	Ba in Theology and 
english, and will soon have a 
Master’s in Theological studies 

Pursuits:	i am currently 
studying for my Master’s in 
Theological studies at Boston 
College (with a focus on the 
body and sexuality.) i will 
graduate this december and 
begin to look for jobs in the 
field of journalism or business. 
i would prefer to work as 
a producer or an editor for 
television. 

Thoughts	on	Oishei: not only 
did the oishei scholarship help 
me attend my first choice private 
high school, Ms. Coplin and the 
rest of the team at Buffalo Prep 
helped me to apply to colleges, 
write essays and even prepare 
for the aCT and saT exams. it 
was nice to have a resource to 
turn to as neither of my parents 
have gone to college.
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JessiCa sMith

When JessiCa sMiTh Was in eighth 
grade, her parents wanted her to 
consider going to nichols school but 

she wanted to attend public high school with her 
friends. Jessica is thankful that it was an argument 
she ultimately lost. “i’m glad i ended up trusting my 
parents about what school would be best for me.”

growing up in Buffalo, Jessica and her younger 
brother were surrounded by a large extended family 
from her mother’s side. “We had so many cousins and 
aunts and uncles around, we were really a close-knit 
family,” she recalls. she played basketball in seventh 
and eighth grade and at that time, she would have 
been happy if that was all she did for the next four 
years. her parents had other ideas and dragged her 
to an open house at nichols. Jessica still smiles about 
that day, “all it took was that one visit. i met the faculty 
and students and knew that was where i wanted to 
go to high school.”

Just because she wanted to attend nichols didn’t 
mean that she would be able to. “i felt confident 
that i would be accepted, but i had no idea how 
my family would be able to afford the tuition.” one 
of the admissions staff at nichols told the smiths 
about the oishei high school scholarship and by 
the end of that school year, Jessica had earned the 
chance to attend nichols.

Being at nichols was a transformational 
experience for Jessica. she learned to navigate 
different social circles and was introduced to 

people who cared and were invested in her future. 
“i had an amazing four years at nichols,” she says. 
“From very early on, i knew it would be a stepping 
stone to my success in life.”

When the time came to think about colleges to 
attend, Jessica knew she wanted to find a place that 
had the right blend of academics and athletics so 
she could continue playing basketball. a friend’s 
father placed a call to the basketball coach at st. 
Lawrence university and arranged for him to 
come and watch Jessica play. Later, she remembers 
visiting the pastoral campus in late spring and 
immediately falling in love. “The campus was so 
beautiful. all of the trees were so green and the 
school had a great reputation for academics. it was 
the only school i wanted to attend,” Jessica recalls.

“Because the oishei scholarship opened 
up that first door for me, i was able to pursue 
opportunities that i wouldn’t have had otherwise. 
it was empowering to be able to follow my dreams 
and to know that members of the Foundation 
really cared about my success.” Today, Jessica is 
pursuing her law degree and hopes to one day 
practice immigration, family, or criminal law.

“ The Oishei Scholarship  
is so much more than a 
scholarship. Through it,  
I have met so many people 
who have invested in my  
future and have inspired  
me to give back to my  
community.”

Invested in Her Future
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philip Ward

A s a young sTudenT attending the st. 
augustine Campus of the nativityMiguel 
Middle school, Philip Ward didn’t always 

place the greatest emphasis on his education. his 
mother had always told him that education was 
the key to the future and she pushed him to strive 
to be his best. deep down, Philip knew she was 
right, but it wasn’t translating to better effort in 
the classroom. Then, during eighth grade, Father 
durkin from st. augustine’s introduced Philip to 
the idea of attending st. Francis high school.

“Father durkin was like a mentor to me,” he says. 
“he always tried to teach me about having a better 
attitude about my education and my future.”

Philip decided that he wanted to attend st. 
Francis, in part because it would give him a chance 
to develop on his own because of the distance 
away from his home in Buffalo. he struggled 
with his grades during his freshman year, even 
failing one of his regents exams. Then, Philip 
found himself on the receiving end of a blunt 
conversation with his advisor, leading him to an 
epiphany. “i finally realized that my future was up 
to me and i was determined to make the most of 
the opportunities at st. Francis.”

Philip still credits the oishei high school 
scholarship as one of his major accomplishments, 
giving him confidence and a sense of pride in 
his abilities. “at that time, i knew it was a great 

accomplishment, but i didn’t know how much 
of an impact it would have on me going forward 
into college.” Today, Philip is a sophomore at 
alfred state university and hopes to graduate 
with his Juris doctorate and someday become a 
corporate lawyer. he maintains a strong desire to 
have an impact on his community because of the 
opportunities afforded to him through The John R. 
oishei Foundation.

 
“ The Oishei Scholarship gave 
me the drive to push myself 
even farther and that is 
something that I carry with 
me to this day.”

 The Drive to Succeed
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eMerald Wielbon

EMeRaLd WieLBon is The youngest 
of three sisters and the self-proclaimed 
star of the family. “i always wanted to be 

performing,” she says laughing. “My sisters were 
into sports and drama, but i just wanted to sing and 
dance all the time.” she went to public school, but 
by the time she reached eighth grade, her teachers 
recognized her talents and urged her to push 
herself to pursue a private high school.

The only private school she applied to was 
nichols. she remembers filling out a mountain 
of paperwork for the school application and the 
oishei scholarship. her acceptance to nichols 
arrived, and with it came the realization that 
she would never be able to afford the tuition 
without help. “i had heard so many good things 
about the school,” she recalls. “i knew it was an 
opportunity to advance my education and gain 
new experiences.”

several weeks later, she received an envelope 
from The John R. oishei Foundation and learned 
that her dream would come true. she was accepted 
as a scholarship recipient and remembers 
screaming and dancing around the house to 
celebrate the good news.

as her high school career began, emerald didn’t 
have a grasp of the extent of the opportunity that 
she had been given. “i really didn’t know what to 
expect,” she says now. “i had no idea how much 
of an opportunity the oishei Foundation had 

given me until i began attending nichols.” in her 
freshman year she stayed close to what she knew 
best, joining chorus, orchestra and a few clubs. 
Then as high school progressed, she began to 
immerse herself in this different atmosphere. she 
tried new pursuits and expanded her horizons in 
ways she never would have if it weren’t for a private 
school education.

“i went to Paris and stayed with a host family 
over the summer,” she says. “We still stay in touch 
and exchange cards and presents at Christmas. 
one day, i hope to return to France and see them 
again.”

Today, emerald is in her sophomore year of 
college studying international Business after 
earning a full scholarship to attend Canisius 
College. she credits the oishei Foundation for 
her success. “had it not been for the oishei 
scholarship allowing me to attend nichols, i would 
not have been successful in getting into a private 
college.” Because she has been given so much, 
she is compelled to give back as much as possible, 
spending time working with immigrant families in 
the community and trying to make a difference in 
others’ lives.

emerald implores future young scholarship 
students to take advantage of every opportunity 
that is in front of them, “even if you don’t know 
what is in store, always stay grateful, make a 
difference and view it all as a blessing.”

“ The Oishei Scholarship gave me 
hope that someone who didn’t even 
know me cared enough to provide 
opportunities that changed my life 
for the better. For that I am both 
grateful and humbled.”

To Paris with Love
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Class of 2012
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
Tayah Blackmon, Kelly 
ann swartz, Marisela 
neff, Zulmary Cruz, 
shannon Martineau, 
Ting gao, Tojumioluwa 
adegboyega

Back	Row,	L	to	R:
James M. Wadsworth, 
alex Crowe, Justus 
Pigford, ephraim 
Bostic, aime’ ishimwe 
ngendahayo, Ramon 
Rodriguez, nicole Luko, 
Tayah Blackmon, nigel 
Jacobs, Latrell hannah, 
Robert gioia

Class of 2013
Recipients,	not	in		
order	pictured
nazire Wood, Jaleigha 
Byrd, Lucas Potter, 
Taylor arana, Ta’Tiana 
Royster, Margeaux 
dase, annastasia 
sennett, nirvana 
everett, Xiushi Zhao, 
Kristi ulrich, Lilithann 
Thompson, gene 
Malacaman, anthony 
Liriano, asia alexander, 
emily Jimenez, Bhakti 
Williams-Brown 

Place	Photo	Here
Visit	www.Oishei.org/15	

to	print	and	place	the		
2013	Scholars	picture!



Class photographs
Celebrating 15 Years
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Class of 2011
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
ashton Corp, daija 
Jones, nyamana  
Byaombe, Leah Purdue, 
Zachary ortiz,  
alexander sanchez, 
Jonathan Plaza

Back	Row,	L	to	R:
James M. Wadsworth, 
hannah gresham, 
Celina gilmore, 
Kenneth Williams, 
Francisco guzman, 
Brandi Murphy, hillary 
ortiz, ditaya Butler, 
danielle dolan, Robert 
gioia

Class of 2010
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
Violet Perry,  
Vanessa Rosenthal,  
amber Chinn, Jared 
gonzalez, alimayu 
akono, alfredo Lugo, 
Vondale Walker, Jr.

Back	Row,	L	to	R:
Robert gioia, essence 
Chisholm, Branden 
Kelley, Jazmine McCray, 
aisha shabazz, austin 
Taylor, nathaniel 
Keith iii, Mia Byrd, 
daisia holtz, James M. 
Wadsworth
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Class of 2008
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
Brianna harris, alia 
Lafayette-Brooks, 
Malayah White, Tamara 
gonzalez, Leilena 
Bayou, Rocquisha 
shields-Porter, Kelsey 
Badding

Back	Row,	L	to	R: 
Robert gioia, stanley 
ezquerro, Mark 
Martinez, elijah new, 
Justin Johnson, Korry 
Wirth, Xavier Wimes, 
Bryanna McKinnon,  
 Ta’Ria Wideman, 
Tiffany Velado, James 
M. Wadsworth

Class of 2009
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
Vanessa diaz, edgardo 
Berrios, Chelsy 
Wagstaff, Claudia 
downs, Timothy 
McCarthy, diamond 
Jones, Coumba 
Winfield

Back	Row,	L	to	R: 
Robert gioia, Treykel 
Mcgee, david Miller, 
sean Blackey, armen 
Tatoian, dejia James, 
alexandria Lee, ashley 
ortiz, Cha-tia dingle, 
James M. Wadsworth
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Celebrating 15 Years

Class of 2007
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
yesenia Pagan, emily 
Vizzi, Charmaine 
Merchant, Jaimee Fair, 
Portia Winn, Victoria 
Fontana, emerald 
Wielbon

Back	Row,	L	to	R: 
James M. Wadsworth, 
Mark starrett, Jr., 
Kenneth simmons, 
Brandon Lyles, Bria 
Jackson, Joshua 
Blackey, Takeisha 
ewing, dereon 
Washington, Robert 
gioia
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Class of 2006
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
Lisa Rae Zoldos, indigo 
Turner, Taylor smith, 
nicole Vasquez, Mary 
Cain 

Back	Row,	L	to	R: 
Thomas e. Baker, 
dejaniece Johnson, 
isaiah new, safiyya 
naviwala, nadia 
irizarry, sarah Mir, 
dingane doucet, 
amanda Lewis, nico 
McLean, nickolas 
alexander, Karon 
Cannon, Mary Martino

Not	Shown: 
ayesha sease
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Class of 2004
kneeling,	L	to	R: 
Justin young, Joshua 
Blango, nicholas 
Torrence, Tong dour

Middle	Row,	L	to	R:	
Thao nguyen, Rebecca 
Wing, shaniqua Ray, 
susana Martinez, 
Phaina Pannell

Back	Row,	L	to	R:	
James M. Wadsworth, 
Leanna Linares, Kiera 
agee, Christina alvira, 
Charles Tubbins, 
daniel shaw, Jasmine 
Rosenthal, Thomas e. 
Baker

Not	Shown: elisa 
Peebles

Class of 2005
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
dominique stephens, 
Takira Jackson, 
demetrius Washington, 
shaquille dudley, 
samantha hill, Rachel 
henderson, desmond 
Brown, deidra 
henderson

Back	Row,	L	to	R: 
James M. Wadsworth, 
darren Floyd, anthony 
Longboat, Marcy Perez, 
Marli Lee-Mcgarrah, 
Ryan gilliam, Theresa 
Waz, Christine Lovern, 
Portia Rouse, simone 
Cain, Thomas e. Baker
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Class photographs
Celebrating 15 Years

Class of 2002 
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
Corey gibson, sara 
Ball, Rakim Moses, 
Jillian Kobel, Christine 
santoro, ashley 
Kornecki, eedeebari 
Banuna

Back	Row,	L	to	R: 
alisa officer, sarah-
Jane Calvaneso, 
Jessica young, Joseph 
Kapanek iV, andrea 
Pomaranski, Kylie 
Punturiero, Josephine 
ossei-anto, Remy 
Bizimungu, Thomas 
Colangelo, Javon 
slaughter, Michael 
Mariathasan, Thomas e. 
Baker

Class of 2003
Front	Row,	L	to	R: 
Christa Coronado, 
Lauren hennings, 
amanda Collado, 
Jessica Jowrey, 
Manuella Mwihemuka 
and Karina Vargas

Middle	Row,	L	to	R: 
agrippine ituze, Khari 
Waits, andre Mcduffie, 
asia stephens, Kenneth 
Moultrie, Jr., amanda 
estronza, naila ansari

Back	Row,	L	to	R: 
Brittany sarden, 
angelica Rivera, Terrell 
Rankin, eric hennings, 
alissa Todd, Thomas e. 
Baker
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Class of 2000
Recipients,	not	in	
order	pictured:
Cassaundra Yancey, 
Angela Davis, Jordan 
LeBarron, Christine 
Colon, Angelecca 
Jackson, Nia Stanford, 
Naa Quaye, Tyrell 
Haywood, Erickson 
Goins, Patrick 
Washington, Daniel 
Rosati, Nelson Bell, 
Lynn Nyazika

Class of 2001
Recipients,	not	in	
order	pictured:
Gaybrielle James, 
Amber Jones, 
Theophilus Ossei-Anto, 
Donna Baines, Shannon 
Solomon, Sharranoda 
Rivers, Cristina Carrero, 
Samantha Poblete, 
Jasmyn Castro, Aquella 
Robinson, Aundrea Bell, 
Chas Moore, Matthew 
Becton, William Marks, 
Thomas Foster, Megan 
Goodman 
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Celebrating 15 Years
Class of 1999
Recipients,	not	in	
order	pictured:
Christopher Gonez, 
Tyler Anello, Stephanie 
Cook, Autumn Lyn 
Ortolano, Nicole 
Baugh, Amanda Ramos, 
Amanda Torres, Victoria 
Pittman, Andrea Sease, 
Jessica Smith, Nicholas 
Chojecki, Nhu Thuy 
Luong, Anderson Kelly-
Perry, Stacey Sowinski

Class of 1998
Recipients,	not	in	
order	pictured:
Dana Wilson, Kristen  , 
Adrianne Musu Jackson-
Buckner, Aharon Sailor, 
Diem Nguyen, Andrea 
Hampton, Kristin 
Gonzalez, Angela 
Negron, Mercedes 
Peeples, Vidie Williams, 
Graig Renfroe, Jr., 
Tiffany Benning, Cartlin 
Seneca, Kambui Lee, 
Christopher Mioducki, 
Daniel Robertson, 
Trenise Simmons
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A	
Tojumioluwa  

adegboyega
Kiera agee 
alimayu akono
asia alexander
Michael allen
Christina alvira 
Tyler anello 
naila ansari 
Taylor arana

B
Kelsey Badding
donna Baines 
sara Ball 
eedeebari Banuna 
nicole Baugh 
Leilena Bayou
Matthew Becton 
aundrea Bell 
nelson Bell 
Tiffany Benning
Bradley Bethel Jr. 
Marius Bizimungu 
Remy Bizimungu 
Joshua Blackey

sean Blackey
Tayah Blackmon
ephraim Bostic
ditaya Butler
nyamana Byaombe
Jaleigha Byrd
Mia Byrd
nevin Byrd 

C	
Mary Cain
simone Cain 
Karon Cannon
Jasmyn Castro 
amber Chinn
essence Chisholm
nicholas Chojecki 
Thomas Colangelo
amanda Collado 
Christine Colon 
stephanie Cook 
Christa Coronado 
ashton Corp
alex Crowe
Zulmary Cruz
Mariah Cruz

d	
Margeaux dase
angela davis 
Vanessa diaz
Jailyn dickson
Cha-tia dingle
danielle dolan
dingane doucet
Tong dour 
Claudia downs
shaquille dudley 

E	
amanda estronza
nirvana everett
Takeisha ewing
stanley ezquerro
Thomas ezquerro

F
Jaimee Fair
Victoria Fontana
Thomas Foster 

G	
Ting gao
Corey gibson 
Ryan gilliam 
Celina gilmore
erickson goins 
Christopher gonez 
Kristin gonzalez 
Tamara gonzalez
Megan goodman 
hannah gresham
Francisco guzman

H	
andrea hampton 
Latrell hannah
Brianna harris
Tyrell haywood
Rachel henderson 
Lauren hennings 
samantha hill 
daisia holtz



reCipients*
Celebrating 15 Years

I	
nadia irizarry
agrippine ituze 

J	
angelecca Jackson 
Bria Jackson
Takira Jackson 
adrianne Musu  

Jackson-Buckner
nigel Jacobs
dejia James
gaybrielle James 
donald Jemison
emily Jimenez
dejaniece Johnson
Justin Johnson
amber Jones 
daija Jones
diamond Jones
Jessica Jowrey 

k	
Joseph Kapanek iV
nathaniel Keith iii
anderson Kelly-Perry 
Branden Kelley
stephanie Khoury 
Jillian Kobel 
ashley Kornecki 

L	
alia Lafayette-Brooks
Pamela Le
Jordan LeBarron 
alexandria Lee
Kambui Lee
Marli Lee-Mcgarrah
amanda Lewis
anthony Liriano
anthony Longboat 
Christine Lovern 
alfredo Lugo
nicole Luko
nhu Thuy Luong 
Brandon Lyles

M	
gene Malacaman
Krystal Mariathasan 
William Marks 
shannon Martineau
Mark Martinez
susana Martinez 
Timothy McCarthy
Jazmine McCray
Kalia McCray
andre Mcduffie 
Treykel Mcgee
Bryanna McKinnon
Lauren Meiler 
Charmaine Merchant
david Miller
sarah Mir
alex Misterman
Chas Moore 
Rakim Moses 
Kenneth Moultrie, Jr. 
Brandi Murphy
Manuella Mwihemuka 

N	
Marisela neff
angela negron 
isaiah new
aime’ ishimwe  

ngendahayo
diem nguyen 
Thao nguyen 
Lynn nyazika 

O	
alisa officer 
ashley ortiz
hillary ortiz
Zachary ortiz
autumn Lyn ortolano 
Josephine ossei-anto 
Theophilus ossei-anto 

P	
yesenia Pagan
Phaina Pannell 
elisa Peebles 
Mercedes Peeples 
Marcy Perez 
Violet Perry
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Lisa Pham
Justus Pigford
Victoria Pittman 
Jonathan Plaza
samantha Poblete
andrea Pomaranski 
Lucas Potter
Kylie Punturiero 
Leah Purdue

Q	
naa quaye 

R	
amanda Ramos 
shaniqua Ray 
graig Renfroe, Jr. 
Taj Richardson
angelica Rivera 
sharranoda Rivers 
daniel Robertson 
aquella Robinson 
Ramon Rodriguez
Frank Roman
daniel Rosati 
Jasmine Rosenthal 
Portia Rouse
Ta’ Tiana Royster

S	
aharon sailor 
alexander sanchez
Christine santoro 
Brittany sarden 
andrea sease
ayesha sease 
annastasia sennett
daniel shaw 
Kenneth simmons
Trenise simmons 
Javon slaughter 
Jessica smith 
Taylor smith
shannon solomon 
stacey sowinski 
nia stanford 
asia stephens 
dominique stephens 
Kelly ann swartz

T	
austin Taylor
May Thinn
Lilithann Thompson
alissa Todd 
nicholas Torrence 
amanda Torres 
indigo Turner

U	
Kristi ulrich

V	
nicole Vasquez
Tiffany Velado
emily Vizzi
   
W	
Chelsy Wagstaff
Khari Waits 
Vondale Walker, Jr.
Philip Ward
demetrius Washington
Patrick Washington 
Theresa Waz 
Malayah White
Ta’Ria Wideman
emerald Wielbon

Bhakti Williams-Brown
Kenneth Williams
Vidie Williams 
dana Wilson 
Xavier Wimes
Coumba Winfield
Rebecca Wing 
Portia Winn
Korry Wirth
nazire Wood

Y	
Cassaundra yancey 
Jessica young 
Justin young 

Z	
Xiushi Zhao
Lisa Rae Zoldos

*  This list includes only the Oishei High School Scholarship 
recipients who are current scholars or graduated from their 
private high schools of choice. Every effort was made to 
ensure accuracy in name placement and spelling. If we have 
made any errors, please accept our apologies and send any 
corrections to info@oishei.org.



in appreCiation
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We’d LiKe To eXTend our sincerest 
thanks to the featured oishei scholarship 
recipients who told us their stories for 

publication here and for inclusion in our video:

naila ansari
sara Ball
Bradley Bethel, Jr.
Rachel henderson
stephanie Khoury
Will Marks
Josephine ossei-anto (video intro voiceover)
angela negron
aquella Robinson
daniel Rosati
Javon slaughter
Jessica smith
Philip Ward
emerald Wielbon

Watch our scholarship video by visiting  
www.oishei.org/15.

Every effort was made to contact past scholarship recipients to 
invite their participation in this commemorative book and our 
video production.
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FulFilling 
Dreams 

One stuDent 
at a time

The Oishei High School
Scholarship Program
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